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News
The Green Giant

by Eranngn il | Covdmbulirg el
Srwitle's two-day Grmen Fealival pulls in the orowda

Tha Emarald City calabratad

green with a capital "G’ this past
waakand at ine sacond annual i
Seatle Green Festival, held al the
Washinglon State Trade &
Convention Canter. Matiomwida,

the eight-year-old festival has

grown alongside a growing grean
economy. This year, Grean

Festivals visit Tve major cllies,
including tha Seattia evant, which ]
boasted 300 exhibitors and over g
125 epeakears

What doos it maan o colabrate
GreanT Accarding 1o ihe fastival
website, Green meaans “safe,
haaithy communities and a strong
lecal economy.” Katle
Hunsberger, Sanlor Account
Expcutiva of Fastival Markating
and Public Relations, says the
mission of Seatle Grean Fastival
i85 "o provide an apporunity for
the antire green community —
businessas, social justica and anvironmeantal
organizations. govemment, utilites, the public—to
come togothor to calabrabo our succossos and
callabarate on tha work ahaad.”

Coma together they did. Vendors salling everything from grean offics supplies to the latest
eco-fashion and green buliding metedals wove 8 matrix of booths in Exhibition Hall, the
tamgest room af the festval. Socks made from recycled yam, paper beads crafied by
peapha living with AlDS in Uganda, business cards made from slaphant dung, Clif Bar,
COrganic Valley — they wene all thane, pasaing out raw pel food samples, demonstrating
innovative garden tools and giving acupunciure consultations.

Mool Valdes says he traviels 1o all five Groen Festivals 1o sell his Wiscongin-made
CabraHaad producis, gardaning inals including weaadars and cultivators. *| startad daing
the festval in Sen Fransisco four yeers @go. Our missicn is o help people graw heir own
food, and we have ools io help people do ihat™

Peopie like Chadene Leé, a young Seallle realdent was in atendande. “Is fun, ['m hena o
gaa all the new products that can halp ms ba mome sustainable,” eaid Lea, holding a
CobmMHead she just purchased from Valdes | jusigota Cobm i's fantastic. | saw il last
year af the festival and came back this year o buy one.”

Lea was joined by tens of thousands of other fastival-goers over two dayd. While official
fnstival attendance numbers won't be released untll later this woek, Hunsbermor estimatns
that thia year's festival iopped last year's 30,000+ atandance mark, And at lunch, it
seemod like every one of that number crowded the dwo rows of beoths in the Organic
Foots saction, camying rausable polypropylana bage stuffed with green product
brechures and sampling garden burgers on toothplcks, 10 different-Ravored squares of
Theo's Chocolate and organic popcom mounded on papor plates

Thiry thousand pecple eal a lot of popeomn and use a ol of paper plates. Festivals like
thess are notorfously wasteful events, and In some ways, Green Fastival ls another
example it is also & litfle diffemnt, though, & itle greanar. All festival malerals wems
printed on recyclod matorials, all those paper plates were 100% biodoegradable and
tesiival attendess ware affered incentives to usa green tansporation. During the festival,
volunteers stood 8l "Resource Recovery Stalions” directing waste Iraffic: bicgegradable
plates In the compost bin and gum in the landfil bin

Thers was also mone i do al the featival than buy, sell, of sample grean produdts. Some
of tha country’s most visionary laadars of the anvironmental and social justica mavameanis
spoke. Lines of pecple wailing to see mycologist Peul Stamets, food author Alice Walers,
and radio and TV host Amy Goodman wound though the hatlways of the centar
canference rooms. Local and national community aclion group booths bordarmd the
exhibiton hall's bustling commarasal canter,

Leah Baugh, who works at EQS Alliance (EOS stands for Envimnmental Outreach and
Slewardship), came to the festival 1o talk about the work of herenvironmantal nonprofit
“Greanfest is a mally good opporunity o see the whole gamut of things going on in tha
field and for people to connect” Baugh said, “Al the same tme, being here can feel
overwhalming becausa svan though thay'm tning to reduce waste, thore's Just a fot of
siull. Las! year we didn't have a gimmick, scmathing for peoaple o buy or take. This year
Wi do, Wi have reusable bags and low-low showdrhaads, And | think wi're getling mon
peaple t©o our able, Part of me would like o see lass stuff at the festival, bul it's also kind

of whatl draws paople in”

if the Seattle Grean Festival |5 any Indlcation, the natiorw!de and global greenmarkats are
big business. How big? According b an annual mport issued by GraanBiz.com, i's
difficult io esbmale the exact size of the green economy because he number changas
dapanding on whathar the quastion (& mstriciad o small, mission-Jnven grasan
busingsses orincludes big corporations, llke Starbucks, who are “greening” thair
practicos. But the market s big. In 2007, the global organic food market alone was
astimated at $43.5 billlon, aceording o market analyst Datamanilor.

What's tha rola of tha grean aconomy in aur increasingly strained aconamic and
environmentzl climate? When intreducing Goodman, who hosis the mdio and TV show
“Democracy Now!,"” executive co-producer of the festival Kevin Danaher said, “WWI got
us aut of the last depression. That's not going o happen this ime. s gonna ba the green
gcenomy this ime." In October 2008, the United Nations Envircnment Pregram launched
a 54 million Green Economic Initiative 1o push the global economy toward
envimnamenially nandly investimants that craate jobs and address dimete changa, As he
eoonomy struggles, tha grean econamy may conbinud 1o grow,

But will more stulf — even green stull — really solve our current environmental and social
crisis? Noar the closo of a talk that focusad on the importancs of Independant thaught —
paticulary n ha media — in aabang sacial and anvimnmantsl prableams, Goodman
guoled Albert Einstein: *No problem can be solved from the same consciousness that
creatad iL” A shift toward grean products may be a pan of this shift In conscicusnase, but
Goodman's comment suggests these questens: |s it enough? How many reusable bags
and Kleen Kanioen water boftles do we need? Whal other change needs 1o happen?
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