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Alove of Chico's landscape is a common bond
Comsider the crse of eneprencur Andy Keller. He
came o town oo attend Chico State where he was
ahle to combine studies with plenty of recreation
*The outdoons B a big focus in Chico, Canspig,
hiking, that's the big hure” he said. After 2 stira
in LA, he managed to snag a job working for 2
San Mateo- softeine company thay allowsd him
o welecommmute rom home. He moved back ©
Chico. Soon thecealter, 4 Britsh company bought
iz employer. He had the opiion of moving to San
Francisco or being unemployed.

1 celn't want to leave Chico. So 1 wok the risk
and sald goodbye 1o the job. 1 was rying o decide
what oy do next when one afternoon 1 finished
some yind work end ook a load of clippings wo the
bocal kandhill. It was late fn the day and whis | s
was just visually dizgusting, Plassic bags every-
where, 1 made i pledge, on the spo, 10 20p using
disposable bags. Then | stred thinking, 1 won-
der if 1 could come up with o reusable bag thar 1
woulidn't forget 0 mke with me, something thar
would help me kick my habl and give me o job.”

Keller bought a thrift store sewing machine
and went to work, Less than g year kiter, on
Earth Day 2005, ChicoBag wis bom. Today the

ompany  distribates  reusable shopping  bags
po more than 3000 American retailers. Keller
emphasized that his company practices  their
pro-cnvironmental  philesophy in every
aspect of the business. “We have a sem
waaste palicy: " All fctnry scrmps an: stored
for wse in products curmenly in the
design phase. “Ar the end of a bag's like
W CTCOMIIEE OUF CUstomes o send
thiem back vo us. 1 iE's in reasonable
shape it's donated 1o a food bank, 1F
trudy wormn out we give them 1o 3
women's shelter thar shreds
them amd weaves them
i doommais and negs,
Also, we realtoed that much
of our wasie had © do
with employees  cating
lumch, S0 we give every-
one 4 Klean Kameen and
a reusable mkeout con-
tainer in exchange for o
phedge wsupport lunch
estibllshments that an
friendly twards  our
re-se practices.”

Aindy Kafles crawied tha Timd ChicoBag on &
Bhtlt sione sewing machine Hive year aga.

Klein Ranteen ks another green Chioo business
with a long reach The producer of stainless
beverage bottles s owned by Chico natives,
siblings beff Cresswelland Michells Kalberer. Theldr
Kanteen, a toxin-free, noo-leaching replacement
for plaszsic water bottles, was lnvented by another
Chicoan, Robert Seals

Klean Kanteen and Chicolag work wogether o
promate  their products  and - susiainability
“Chico iz very much @ small workd There's a Iot
golng on that ghes you opportunity © nen oo
people you know,” Keller explained. *Bidwell
Park is 0 crown jewal, a great place 1 go mousniain
hiking or hiking. You always see someone you
know, The business community is also very
fricndly. We do @ lot with Klean Kanteen.
Professionally, we do some trade shows wgether.,
Heganding sustainability, we both try 1 encourage
PESEALIGTILS 10 SUpPROrt our practices.”

Helping restaumnts and  institutions  make
goon] ueses oof lefiover cooking oll served as impetus
fior anecther Chico upstan business Sprimghoarnd
Biodiesel Like Reller, Chico State grad Galen
Bowen had an acute nterest na gresn, renewsbic
Hfestyle, After graduation, he put his mechanical
englncering degroe to e working for 4 solar
equipment company. After anending o workshop
on homemade biodiesel fuels, he enlisted his
brother Dandel, a Chico State physics graduate,
and together they created a  personabscale
hiodiesel processor built 1© Industrial quatity
stanchards.  Compact and - mubi-functional, #'s
about the size of a refrigeraton. In addition &
oonverting restaurant and food service waste into
fired, the processors ans also popular with firmers
whi plant specific crops for immedine transfor.
mathon tneo diesel fuel 1o run thelr edquipment.

The urdis ane currently sold throughout 1the
mation and around the wodd “Our  primary
market &5 still the United States, but we've sold in
every coninent exvepl Anarcticn,” Bowen sald
&5 far as 1 am aware, we have the only high-
quality product for consumers.” The brothers and
their cousin Auron Amold, who was also iovoled
in the produet’s development, are still in thedir
20s. In 2008, they sold the company to Murk
Roberts, an fnvestment banker. “That was a gre
mene for us” Bowen sabd “Now we can focus
on design and engineering. We have a bor of
R oand D going on, developing equipment for
larger scabe production as well as uncovertng ways
o make fuels from bower quality ofls. 1T you'ne
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