Life Style Southwest By Alicia Kellogg

e at home this winter

Kumar, owner of Southwest Green Build-

ing Center, offers some of her picks for ittt ittt iiiiie et ieieeeetaueeeeetoanaseesaoaeoooessanescocesanscsocssnns

eco-friendly building and living. :
¢ Alittle more than a year old now,

AFM Safecoat paint :  has quickly become a destination in Corrales, New Mexico, for its distinctive

Geared toward the chemically sensitive, ¢ assortment of consignment furnishings, accessories, art, lighting, and jew-

this premium-quality interior and exterior 1 elry by local artists. Boutique-style vignettes labeled with hand-written price
paint contains no VOCs, so it's healthier ¢ tags fill the store, which expanded this past March months after opening in
for the user. ¢ November 2009. On this particular morning, owner Beth Salazar points out a
L ¢ set of floral-patterned dishware from Provence, a 1930s art nouveau mirror, an  :
LED lighting . . ;
¢ antique French sofa, a Chinese vase from the early 1900s, and a wooden WPA

The initial investment is higher th CFL, . ) : . .
e iniatnvestment 1 igher than a chair. “I think people are particularly enchanted by the variety of things,” Beth

but you'll definitely see savings over the : . :
life of the bulb, Cathy explains. LED bulbs , says. "l have people
contain no mercury and have better light ~ : = ' who come in two to

quality than CFLs. She advises first replac- three times a week

ing LED bulbs where you use lighting
most often.

ChicoBags

This sturdy reusable bag fits into a small
pouch when not in use, making it easy to
take with you.

Eco Procote concrete stain

You can use this low-VOC product instead
of acid-staining your concrete floors. “It's
much friendlier for the user and the envi-
ronment,” Cathy says.

Low-water-use plumbing fixtures
Inexpensive faucet aerators can limit flow
to a half-gallon per minute. Rebates are
available for features like low-flow show-
erheads.

Cork flooring

This environmentally friendly option is
easy to install, easy to clean, and a good
value. Softer underfoot than tile, cork is
great for kitchens.

NAUF (no added urea formaldehyde)
wood flooring

People are paying more attention to
this now, Cathy notes, and avoiding
formaldehyde to improve indoor
air quality.

Southwest Green Building Center
offers an extensive selection of
products for green building and
living. 5620 Venice Avenue NE,
Suite L, Albuguerque, NM,
505/821-6259, swgbc.com

because it changes so
quickly.” The store is
open from 10 a.m. to

3 p.m. and closed Sun-
days and Tuesdays.
4516 Corrales Road,
Corrales, NM,
505/899-0287,
et.cetera@comcast.net

Left: Et Cetera Consignment Home & Gift

AFM

AFM Safecoat’s zero-VOC paint looks beautiful and promotes
a healthy indoor environment.
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